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Maximum Residue Limits Maximum Residue Limits 
(MRLs) (MRLs) 

for Export Marketsfor Export Markets

Mark RitenourMark Ritenour
UF/IFAS UF/IFAS –– Indian River RECIndian River REC

IntroductionIntroduction

•• Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) 
•• Represent the legal tolerances of Represent the legal tolerances of 

different countries for residues of different countries for residues of 
different chemicals (often pesticides) on different chemicals (often pesticides) on 
fruit & vegetables.fruit & vegetables.

Changes in European MRLsChanges in European MRLs
•• As of 1 September 2008As of 1 September 2008

•• MRL Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the MRL Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council took European Parliament and of the Council took 
effect.effect.

•• The regulation completes theThe regulation completes the harmonisationharmonisation•• The regulation completes the The regulation completes the harmonisationharmonisation
and simplification of pesticide MRLs within EU and simplification of pesticide MRLs within EU 
member state. MRLs now undergo a common member state. MRLs now undergo a common 
EU assessment.EU assessment.
•• Allows traders and importers to do business Allows traders and importers to do business 

without confusion dealing with 27 separate lists of without confusion dealing with 27 separate lists of 
national MRLs. national MRLs. 

http://postharvest.ifas.ufl.eduhttp://postharvest.ifas.ufl.edu

Chemical 
Name Trade Names U.S. EU Concern

Aldicarb Temik 0.3 0.02 Insecticide important for psyllid (& thus HLB) control.

Bromacil Hyvar 0.1 Herbicide, especially effective for control of grasses.

Carbaryl Sevin 10 0.05 Insecticide important for psyllid (& thus HLB) control.

EU Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) EU Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) 
Considered RestrictiveConsidered Restrictive

Dimethoate Cygon 2 0.02 Insecticide, especially important for managing psyllid 
populations.

Diuron Karmex 1 0.1 Herbicide, especially important for long-term broad-
leaf weed control.

Norflurazon Solicam 0.2 Herbicide, pre-emergence, especially important for 
grass control.

Simazine Princep, Sim-
Trol

0.25 0.1 Herbicide, pre-emergence, especially important for 
broad leaf control.
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Important MRLs for Important MRLs for 
Postharvest Citrus  Postharvest Citrus  

Chemical Name Trade Names U.S. Canada CODEX EU Japan Taiwan

Fludioxonil Graduate 10 7 7; 10 
grapefruit

10

Imazalil Freshgard 700, 10 5 5 5 5 5

Pyrimethanil Penbotec 10 10 7 10 15y

SOPP (2 Phenylphenol, O-
phenylphenol )

FreshGard 5; Fresh Mark, 
Dowicide A

10 10 10 12 (listed as 
food 

additive)

10

Thiabendazole (TBZ) Freshgard 598, Mertect 
340-F

10 10 7 5 10 10

Thiophanate-methyl 
(Carbendazim)

Topsin 0.5 Sect. 
18

10 8 0.1 7
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http://postharvest.ifas.ufl.eduhttp://postharvest.ifas.ufl.edu Pesticide EUPesticide EU--MRLs DatabaseMRLs Database
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Thank you!Thank you!
See the UF Postharvest Information Website for more information

http://postharvest.ifas.ufl.edu


