
2017
John T. Lesley 

Award of Excellence 



John T. Lesley Award

• First presented to John T. Lesley in 1981

• As a special tribute to Mr. Lesley – the award 

was named in his honor

• It is presented in recognition of an individual for 

outstanding leadership and service on behalf of 

the Florida fresh citrus industry



2017 Recipient
“The Person”



This Year’s Recipient

• Born Dec 10, 1950 in Anniston Alabama

• Started out with no real interest in citrus. In fact, he’ still not sure. 

• One sister - Nancy Gordon

• Spent high school years hoeing trees, loading trucks, etc. – for his father and grandfather

– 1966/67 – Vero Beach High School

– 1968/69 – Darlington School

• Graduated from Hampden-Sydney College: Majored in history, with a minor in economics

• After college, went to work for a large paper company

• In 1978, after his father had bypass surgery, he was asked to return to the business, starting with harvesting and 

grower relations

• Married 38 years, 2 daughters, 1 son, two grands and at least one outstanding cousin

• Hobbies include quail hunting and fly fishing

• Represents the third generation in the family business



Fun Fact
In College, he worked

As a salvage diver for Mel Fisher

Any guesses?



The FAMILY





George and his lovely wife Toni

George with his parents, 
George and Ann

The whole Clan



Chip, Mer, Chance, Wes

Ginna, Bret, Toby,Henry     
, 

Jonathan, Katherine, 
Shaw



Three Generations

George F Hamner Jr
George F Hamner III
George F Hamner Sr
Robert W Graves



Sometimes you wear a 
white hat Sometimes you don’t



Hunting Adventures

Little Lord Fauntleroy

Just watch 
out for Dick 

Cheney

Pssst … Duke, hop in 
the driver’s seat! That will teach 

them to steal 
my buggy



Unparalleled fishing
 skills

Flats, Deep or Fresh
George is ready to fish



George being George

Feel a 
draft?

Chief

Maybe P.I.Q. 
wasn’t such a 

good idea

Born to 
be wild



Professionally
A leader of just about everything



Best known for

• Expert working knowledge of rulemaking, regulations and 
developing sensible solutions. Works with:
– DEP
– FDOC Rules, and Florida Citrus Commission
– Chapter 601
– Export protocol

• Part of the team that got USDA Partners in Quality (PIQ) 
started. Won the National Partnership for Reinventing Govt’s 
2000 Hammer Award. 

• Reinventing and reorganizing. If it can be made better, George 
will be in the conversation. He is currently leading the charge 
for consolidating industry organizations in the face of tight 
supply. 



Past President 
of Florida 

Citrus Packers
Current 

member of 
Board and 

Exec Comm



Member of the Board 
of Directors



Past President of 
Florida Citrus 

Mutual,
 past member of the 
Board of Directors



Past President 
Indian River 

Citrus League 
And

 Member of Board 
of Directors



Chairman
Citrus 

Administrative 
Committee

Also served on Florida Citrus Canker 
Technical Advisory Task Force



Always ready to
engage politically



George is never short on opinion
Wouldn’t you hate to be the 

poor guy in the middle?



Recognizing the
efforts of colleagues

Indian River Exchange Packers Team



Ready to make
 a deal ?

By whatever 
means 

necessary

Smile 
Damnit!



Indubitably …………..



The Challenges have 
changed over the 

years, but the will to 
resolve them 

remains strong

What?



George F. Hamner Jr. 
2017 Recipient

John T Lesley Award
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