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Canada
• Plastic bans are facing legal challenges in Canada  

• The courts declared that banning all plastics is illegal  
• The Canadian government recently published a study where 

they recognized food safety issues as critical to conversations 
about packaging  

• They, however, state that 25–40% of fresh produce 
currently sold packaged could/should be sold unpackaged  
• They specifically identify commodities that are packaged for 

convenience or to increase sales   



Canada
• Initially these bans focused on plastic packaging 

(even reusable or recyclable packaging) 
• Secondary/transportation plastic packaging (RPCs, bins) 

are also under the microscope
• There is also a push to move PLU stickers to be 

universally compostable



The European Union
• Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation 

(PPWR)
• PPWR has cleared most hurdles, but the newly 

seated EU Parliament will have to vote on it this Fall 
to finally adopt it
• Given that it had broad support across the 

spectrum, IFPA anticipates it will pass



The European Union - PPWR
• Recyclability 

• By 1 January 2030, all packaging will have to be recyclable 
by fulfilling strict criteria

• Recycling criteria to be established through delegated acts 
by 1 January 2028



The European Union - PPWR
• As of Jan 2030, ban on single-use plastic packaging for 

less than 1.5 kg of unprocessed fresh fruits and 
vegetables (e.g., single-use plastic nets, bags, trays and 
containers) unless EU Member States adopt exemptions to 
avoid water loss, turgidity loss, microbiological hazards, 
physical shocks, oxidation or to avoid commingling of organic 
and non-organic fruits and vegetables (Art. 25 and Annex V 
pt. 2)

• Compostable single-use plastic packaging for fresh-cuts 
would also be covered by the ban unless EU Member States 
allow otherwise



The European Union - PPWR
• Industrially compostable sticky labels – both promotional 

and functional – attached to fruits and vegetables are allowed 
(Art. 9)
• Applicable 36 months from date of entry into force (as opposed to 

24 months initially proposed)
• Harmonized standards to set out technical specifications on 

compostability

• Commission to adopt delegated act to exempt plastic pallet 
wrapping and straps from reuse requirements (Art. 29(18), (2) 
and (3))



The European Union
• Currently unsettled: 

• A list of fresh produce commodities that will be 
exempt from a ban on single-use packaging
• This is currently up to each member state 

• Compostable packaging (industrially, home, or 
both) will be up to each member state
• Compostable PLU stickers are currently allowed, but 

there is a missing comma in the “industrially and home 
compostable” statement



IRREC Fruit Data Collection 
& Grading Enhancements



   



Pesticide Maximum 
Residue Limits 



http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/postharvest/ 

Or simply search for 

“UF Postharvest”

https://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/postharvest/


     



Thank You!
For more information, 
visit the UF Postharvest Website

http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/postharvest/

http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/postharvest/
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